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Unknovm Subjectsj Nation of Islam Members 
IflJho Allegedly May Assassinate Gordon Parks, 
Negro Writer and Photographer of Time-Life, 
Incorporated, New York City 


I stated that for the immediate future Parks 
will be contacted by no one except through his clearance. 
He said that it Is planned that Parks will return to 
Puerto Rico on March 11, 1965^ and that he will remain 
there or possibly another location for two weeks. After 
this period the source of their information will be 
recontacted and if he as suites them that conditions are 
somewhat normal and safe for parks, he and his family 
will return to the New York City area. 

Confidential informants in the New York City 
area familiar with NOI activities were contacted on 
March 9 and 10, 1965, at which time they could furnish 
nothing concerning the above mentioned matter. 


On March 9, 1965, Detective | 

Bureau of Special Services, New York City Police 
Department, advised that their division had no infor¬ 
mation concerning the above matter. 

Characterizations of the NOI and POI 
are attached herewith. 
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Ulv i’ED STATES DEPARTMENT 01 JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
March 11, 19^5 

, ...... ‘ ^ 

Unknown Subjects| Nation of Islam Meo^^rs 
Who Alleiedly May Assassinate Gordow^arks, 

Negro.Writer and Photographer of Time-Life, 
Incorporated,* New York City 
Racial Matters 



On March 9 j 1965^ I I Chief Counsel, 

Time-Life, Incorporated, 50th Street and 6th Avenue, New 
York, New York, and Gordon Parks, a former staff member 
of Time-Life, who is presently employed on a free-lance 
basis, advised of a plot of certain undisclosed members 
of the Nationrof Islam (NOI) on the life of Gordon Parks 
for having written an article appearing in the March 5 j 
1965 , issue of Life Magazine, which was unfavorable to the 
NOI. This article is captioned "I Was A Zombie Olien-Like 
All Muslims I Was Hypnotized". 


According to I I and Parks, Information con¬ 
cerning this plot was told to them by a confidential source 
knowi to both of them who is familiar with NOI activities 
and who has furnished reliable information to them in the 
past. In view of the dangerousness of this situation, 

I Insisted on concealing the sources identity. 


stated that on the day the mentioned "Life" 
had been distributed in the New York area, March 2, 1965^ 
the NOI became lnfm*iated after reading the article. 
Certain unidentified members had a meeting and decided 
that Gordon Parks would have to be killed or at leSist 
Injured in a serious manner so that othf»r Negro wrl|;ers 


would be "kept in line". On this date, a|_ j 'of 

the NOI in New York City, telephoned certain members of 
the NOI in Chicago and advised them of this article. 
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Unknown Subjects] Nation of Islam Members 
Who Allegedly May Assassinate Gordon Parks, 
Negro Writer and photographer of Time-Life, 
Incorporated, New York City 


I stated that the source advised that whenthe 
NOI in Chicago read this article the following day, 

March 3, 1965, which is the day this issue of "Life" 
began circulation in Chicago, a meeting was held 
concerning action to be taken tovsrards parks. This 
meeting was atte nded by several NOI members, among whom 
were Herbert andf^ I described as sons of Elijah 
Muhammad, and sharrieff, who is the leader of the 
prult of Islam (POI) in Chicago, and also is a son- 
in-law of Elijah Muhammad. 


At the above meeting, according to the source, 
it was decided that on the f ollowing day, March 4, 
1Q65. one Loula X (phonetic) I ~ 


f 


would attempt to either assassinate Parks or seriously 
injure him. 


_ I was described bv the source as b eing 

a Negro .1 \ _ 


I |had at one time met Parks and knows 

him. Parks stated that although he might have met 
him, he does not recall him. 


[advised that the above antagonism by the 
NOI was predicted by their source, who after hearing the 
text of this article on February 28, 1965^ suggested 
that Parks leave the New York area prior to the day this 
issue of "Life" would begin circulation and to stay 
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Subjects; Nation of Islam Members 
Assassinate Gordon Parks 
Photographer of Time-Life 
Incorporated, New York City 
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on this adv^Sl, pSkf Si?rh?B S?® Si”- 

left for puerti Rlofin mroh''? ’'“L®"\*^‘'ree children, 

residence was concealed. ' 

Rloo on toe‘‘lveS^|®of’'MSch®8"’®iQ^®‘^ from Puerto 
^he contacted the source who advised Mm thaep"*^ 

was still dangerous and that Jh™?rt "®” ?rea 
out Of contact for an inde?L«e period! 


Rloo on' Thursday*° R'l^fto 

hiding for app?SilS?Sy“;o ®efiis*"?n tL"iP "" 

he has a 24 hour w meantime. 

Detective Agen^.® ^ detectives of the Bums 


New YorkVWrfwfSl?e a^^^rwrefal 
an office, weekday reslLnce reside and ha 

aldence during thj iSSedlate lumre!""'^" 

were advised'of^tte lmoendinv''*rtf*°^®^*®^ County Police 
and currently are Protlctlnf h?rf!L“rSt^pJtSf: 

Police Di55rtmmt''of*thls‘"LttIr!®‘’ 
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Transmit the following in 
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miTER Am PHOTOGRAPHER OP TIME-m?E, 
NEW YORK CITY 
RACIAL MATT»e 

Coil iw mm] 


ReNYtel, dated 3/9/65^ and Chicago teletype, 

dated 

^J^Miised herewith i&t the Bureau are ei^t^^'l-IliSi 
copies, and Chicago four copies, of the attached Ml, 
dated and captioned as ahove. ■■■'ii- ■ 

The interview conducted in the attached Mtisllll 
was by SA FRANK BYmON. 

New Yoric will continue contacting its informants 
concerning this jitter for all pertinent Information. 

|4 Bureau fBic .fl (Si) 
e»Whicago ?ai.e-p} (!%)•: 


|4 Bureau (Bic«li(rai)^w»“»^^ 

I’A^hi cago (mia . 6} (m) 

(1- HERBEKP 

(1-RAYiia© shaotiipM 
(1- ite-3653) (Noi) „ ^ v'-'v 

1- New Yoife (liS-YSolltocI . igjMBiai li:: 

1- New 
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